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The Thesis Attacked
James 2:18-20

Thesis: “Faith without works is dead” – Faith by itself (alone) cannot save ones physical and spiritual life from the deadly consequences of sin.
Thesis Introduced: 2:14a-b
Two Questions: about the Thesis
1.  What profit is faith without works?  Answer: None! There is no profit or gain.
2.  Can faith by itself save? Answer: Certainly Not! Faith alone cannot save/delay the believer from physical death - from the power and consequences of sin.
Thesis Illustrated: 2:15-17
James uses a brother or sister who is hungry and naked. To only say, “Go away, be warmed and be filled.” What good is that?  None! That kind of faith cannot save him or her.
Thesis Attacked: 2:18-20 – 
“But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe -- and tremble!”

Someone objects to James’ Thesis: “that faith alone cannot save a believer from the power of sin in his spiritual life.”

The Objector’s Thesis: “faith alone can save…” – There is no correlation between faith and works. Adding works to faith makes no difference.

Modern Version: Name It, Claim It – All you need is faith to be healed, never mind your lifestyle.
I.  The Literary Device
“But someone will say,” [Question…]
“But” [26x’s in James] - “alla” from “allos” [5x’s in James] – a neuter plural.
“someone” is anyone… can say… [That does not make it true]. This person is making a statement or claim that James is going to argue is false, in fact ridiculously false.
Footnote: We need to know what the opposing side is saying or arguing so we can disprove what they say.

A. The Purpose of Including the Questions – The Question Answer Method – The Sercratic Method – “the Objection/Reply Format”
1.  The Types of Questions

· Good questions are the one where someone wants to know something. It gets student is thinking.
· Bad questions are the ones that the teacher is just trying to show off. Or the question where the student is trying to upstage the teacher.
2.  The Value of Good Questions - A good teacher anticipates questions

a. James is prepared to answer – James knows the answer to the questions he is asking.
b. James raise the question and then answer it – so the students doesn’t stop listening.
c. This lets the audience know that he has properly researched his topic.
B. The Person(s) of the Objection - Who is speaking here? Who is the objector? 
1.  Two People [or three]
· “someone” = the Objector

· “I” = James the Objector (?)
· “you”  = someone in the church also objects
2.  One Person

· “someone” and “I” = the Objector – The same person. There is only one person besides James.

· “you”  = James or anyone
C.  Examples of this Type of Objection

Called “Reductio ad absurdum”, i.e.: reducing someone’s claim to absurdity.

· Romans 9:19-20

“You will say to me then, [The Objector] “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?" [Paul Responds] “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God?

Pharaoh was acting according to God’s purpose, doing God’s will, so why then is Pharaoh a recipient of God’s wrath. The objector says, “It’s not fair! You can’t blame Pharaoh!”
Paul’s answer puts down the objector. “Who are you, who answers but to God…”. “The notion is entirely ridiculous” (Zane Hodge) He makes the supposed objector look foolish.

·  1 Corinthians 15:35-36
“But someone will say, [The objection to resurrection] ‘How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?’ [Paul responds] ‘Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies.”
"How is it possible that the dead should be raised? They return to their native dust. They become entirely disorganized. Their dust may be scattered; how shall it be re-collected? Or they may be burned at the stake, and how shall the particles which composed their bodies be recollected and re-organized? Or they may be devoured by the beasts of the field, the fowls of heaven, or the fishes of the sea, and their flesh may have served to constitute the food of other animals, and to form their bodies; how can it be re-collected and re-organized? Or it may have been the food of plants, and like other dust have been used to constitute the leaves or the flowers of plants, and the trunks of trees; and how can it be remoulded into a human frame?"

·  Matthew 5:21; 27, 33, 38, 43

Jesus said, “Ye have heard it said… But I say to you…”
D.  The Extent of the Objection – Where does the objection start and stop?
· Some say that it is only 2:18a, “You have faith, I have works”. It ends with the punctuation mark.

However, the punctuation is not inspired; it was added at a later time. The answer is from 18b. But that does not answer the question or objection.
· Others and I say the objection starts with verse 18 and ends with verse 19. 
Since the rest of 18 and all of 19 do not answer the first part of 18, we take all of the 2 verses to be objection.  James responds then is in verses 20-26.
II. The Statement of the Objection 
A. The Impossibility of James’ Proposal – 2:18
“You have faith, and I have works. Show me your faith without (by) your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”
The objector is claiming that James’ thesis is absurd,

“It is heavy with irony. ‘It is absurd,’ says the objector, “to see a close connection between faith and works. For the sake of argument, let’s say you have faith and I have works. Let’s start there. You can no more start with what you believe and show it to me in your works, then I can start with my works and demonstrate what it is that I believe.’ The objector is confident that both task are impossible.” (Hodge, p.65)
Someone has faith and someone else has works,
1.  You can’t start with your belief and show it by your works, “Works does not prove faith.”
2.  I can’t start with my works and show you my faith, “You can’t see faith.”
So both are Impossible! - Works cannot show faith and faith cannot show works (according to the objector).
B.  Here’s the [objectors] Proof – 2:19
“You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe -- and tremble!”
James (thesis) says that works show us that one’s faith is living and vital. Therefore, works can demonstrate one’s faith. However, the objector disagrees, works does not show that faith is alive, speculating that no one can see the vitality of faith by works. The objector denies the visibility of faith in someone’s works.

In one case, faith produces good works, “good you do”. In another case it does not produce good works, only fear.
The Most Common Interpretation:

“If faith alone could save [from Hell], then demons would be saved, Right? Why? Because they not only believe, they also tremble. So, faith alone can’t save anyone from Hell.
Problems:
· There is no salvation [of any kind] for demons.

· What the demons believe is not the gospel. Believing that there is one God will not save anyone. (Jews and Muslims believer that there is one God).
· The subject of this passage has nothing to do with eternal salvation from Hell.
· There is not two kinds of faith here: genuine saving faith, and non-saving faith of the demons.
· The emphasis falls on knowledge, not on faith. The demons/devils believe, that is, they simply know God exists. There are no atheist demons,
This is a doctrine they all believe, The Shama. “Hear, Oh Israel, the Lord is our God. The Lord is One.” (Deuteronomy 6:4)
They even know who Jesus is, “I know who You are,” (Mark 1:24; par Luke 4:34). Demons certainly know that Jesus is the Christ in the same way they know the authority of Paul as an apostle (Acts 19:15).
“In my opinion, however, demons do not believe in Christ because in the NT faith is always a personal appropriation of the truth of Christ’s death. In other words, for a demon to believe in Christ would mean that he would trust that Christ died for him. (Heb. 2:16).” 
 
· This verse does not establish that genuine Christian faith will by its very nature produce ongoing good works, or genuine faith always results in consistent, visible works. Just because someone believes and has eternal life, this does not mean they will automatically produce ongoing good works that are visible to men.
Therefore,

1. Man believes and does what is right
“καλῶς ποιεῖς” – “you do well” - you do the right thing.

·  “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath” (Matt. 12:12)
·  “do good to those who hate you” (Luke 6:27)
·  “you did well (the right thing) to come” (Acts 10:33)
2. Demons believe/know God exists and tremble, but their fear of God does not cause them to do the right thing.

·  What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God?” (Mt 8:29, Lk. 8:38)
·  “I know who You are -- the Holy One of God!" (Mark 1:24, 5:7)
·  “a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us…This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, "These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” (Acts 16:17)

·  “And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” (Acts 19:15)
The Objector’s Conclusion: There is no correlation at all between faith and works.

“Men believe and do well. Demons believe the same truth and fail to do good, but only tremble – “phrisso” [only place used in the entire NT] “The same creed may produce entirely different kinds of conduct. Faith cannot be made visible in works!” (Hodge, p.66) So says the objector.
III. James Initial Response – 2:20
“But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead.”

Do you really want to know? Or will you remain an empty head? That faith without works is dead? Would you like to know?
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